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regiment. This time the British had succeeded in making
a break through, nine miles wide, on the Vimy Ridge.
Papen had not yet forgotten his animosity against the
British, he was unsparing of his troops and his battalion was
almost annihilated. Papen again and again urged his men
into the line of fire where they were pitilessly mown down.
He then hastened back, collected up his clerks, his orderlies
and even his cooks, and tried to fill the gaps with this per-
sonnel which was really only partly trained. This of course
availed him nothing. The enemy onslaught was irresistible.
When the roll was called, it was evident that his battalion
had suffered losses far above the average of the remaining
formations. Papen himself had special luck and escaped
without a scratch.
Although he proved a gallant officer his superiors, as
mentioned above, did not seem to like him as an Infantry
Officer on the Western Front. After Papen and his almost
annihilated battalion were withdrawn from the front line
and sent home for re-establishment, it was decided to
transfer him to Asia Minor.
Army Group c Yildirim '
In autumn 1917 the German High Command, at the
urgent request of the Turkish Army, was about to equip
two German Army Corps for Asia Minor. One of these,
under General Liman von Sanders, was to make a drive
from Turkey against Arabia : the other, under Falkenhayn,
was to be attached to the fourth Osman Army and to
advance towards the Suez Canal. By forced marches and
the employment of motorised and mounted divisions both
armies were intended to make the advance as unexpected
and as rapid as possible. For these two armies the Turkish
High Command coined the Turkish name c Yildirim9
(lightning) because by their swift attack they were to settle
the situation in the Near East.
Captain von Papen and his troops were attached to this
force. It was assumed that he could do less damage in the
deserts of Arabia than on the American or French Front.